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Rationale

“Early reading, whether it is in a parent’s lap, on the carpet of a classroom, or in a snug reading corner, gently but indelibly imprints upon us the
mould from which will cast a lifetime of communication in the world. “
Alex Quigley — Closing the Reading Gap 2020.

In 2012, The Department for Education conducted extensive an extensive study entitled ‘Research Evidence on Reading for Pleasure.” The research
concluded that ‘A growing number of studies show that promoting reading can have a major impact on children and adults and their future. Upon reviewing
the research literature, Clark and Rumbold (2006) identify several main areas of the benefits to reading for pleasure:

¢ Reading attainment and writing ability;

e Text comprehension and grammar;

® Breadth of vocabulary;

e Positive reading attitudes;

* Greater self-confidence as a reader;

e Pleasure in reading in later life;

¢ General knowledge;

¢ A better understanding of other cultures;

e Community participation; and

e A greater insight into human nature and decision-making.

Evidence suggests that reading for pleasure leads to increased attainment. Clark and DeZoya (2011) found ‘a significant positive relationship between
enjoyment and attainment indicating that pupils who read more are also better readers.’

The Sandringham reading spine has 2 sections: class read texts, which our reading and writing curriculum is centred around each term, and recommended
reading for pleasure texts, which children are encouraged to read within their year group. Our reading spine is a mirror, a window and a sliding glass door: a
mirror for every child to see themselves; a window to see the lived experiences of others; and a sliding glass door by which the child feels transported into
the world of the story and feels empathy for the characters. As a result, our books are selected with the following criteria in mind to ensure that a broad
and balanced choice of simply amazing texts are offered to our pupils to develop their passion for reading and create a lifelong love of books:

World-Renowned Authors and Poets: Roald Dahl, Julia Donaldson, C.S Lewis, Michael Morpurgo, Malorie Blackman, Tom Palmer— our children experience a
wide range of different authors during their time with us.

Prize-Winning Books: The Costa Book Awards, Carnegie Medal, Kate Greenway Medal, Blue Peter Book Award— the best of the best are on offer to our
children. Texts chosen are reviewed annually to ensure they are kept up to date and relevant.




The 5 Plagues of Reading: It is imperative that our children are exposed to books which help them to develop their knowledge of more commanding types
of fiction, allowing them to successfully navigate the world of reading as they grow up. These books are demanding and require more from the reader than
other kinds of books. The 5 categories, which we ensure are covered across our reading spine, are books which offer the following:

Archaic Language — books which were (usually) written in the past and use vocabulary or sentence structures which we are unlikely to be exposed to in our
everyday spoken language. Children need strategies to decode unfamiliar words and to build up their own bank of known archaic language.

Non-Linear Time Sequences — books which are not written chronologically. They may include flashbacks, time travel, multiple plots happening at different
times or the start of the book being the end result. These books enable children to restructure the events chronologically in their mind as they read.

Narratively Complex — these texts are often told by a narrator who isn’t aware of everything which happens in a story or may have more than one narrator.
These texts may also have plots which seem separate but then intertwine to pull the different plotlines together.

Figurative/Symbolic Text — books which use allegories, metaphors and symbols to represent an idea.

Resistant Texts — books which deliberately try and create confusion. These texts should be viewed as a challenge or a brainteaser to try and work out the
meaning.

Diversity: We are passionate about every child in our schools having read a book where they can identify with the characters. We have purposely selected
books to represent our school communities.

Inclusivity: Our book selection includes choices which teach our children to appreciate, celebrate and respect differences, including gender, culture,
sexuality, disability and family structure. We want our children to experience books which challenge stereotypes and build empathy and connections with
characters, guiding them in developing kindness and understanding towards others in the real world.

Emotional Response: We want our children to be invested in books. We want them to be begging our teachers to read one more page and to be having
conversations with their friends over lunchtimes and playtimes about what they think will happen next. We want our children to be moved by the books
they encounter and to ignite that spark and hunger to read more which they will carry on throughout their lives.

Cultural Capital: Books open up new worlds. Our children can be transported from their seats and learn about different ways of life, different places and
societies. We have selected books which expose our children to that which is outside their personal experiences.

Poetry is taught as part of our shared reading and English curriculum, and non-fiction texts can be found in our subject reading spine. Non-fiction texts also
form part of our themed corridor displays which the children have free access to, and are encouraged to access based on personal interest and choice.




Nursery and Reception Reading Spine
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Nursery and Reception Reading Spine
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Year 1 Reading Spine

Autumn Term 1 Class Texts
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Summer Term Class Texts

Recommended Reading for Pleasure Texts — as below plus any Julia Donaldson text
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Year 2 Reading Spine
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Year 3 Reading Spine

Autumn Term Class Text

Spring Term Class Text Summer Term Class Text

Stig of the Dump

The Wild Robot Julius Zebra

PETER BROWN

Recommended Reading for Pleasure Texts — as below plus any Roald Dahl Text

Stone Age Boy The First Drawing

by o & %
> uumwn s

Meet Pippi A Bear Called
Longstocking Paddington

THE WORLD OF ASTRID LINDGRENE"

W ABer

Called
Paddinagteon
8

MEET
[ J

PipPBi

\_ONGSTocK\“G 1)),

uuuuuuuuuuu

The Accidental Escape from Pompeii Henry’s Freedom Box Charlotte’s Web Sam Wu is not Afraid of

Prime Minister

AL T Aot <

PRIME MINKTER

The Legend of
Spud Murphy

e e )

L EOIN COLFER

Sharks

> E.B.WHITE
ESCAPE FROM

_ POMPEII

Mr Penguin and The Lost Homework

the Lost Treasure
VoG MaN L0ST
D . -

OM2WOFK

-~
-

15 T

Lqv Pl

11




The Name Jar | Talk Like a River

The Boy in the Jam Jar Double Felix

The Wild Robot Escapes  Rosie Revere

Engineer

SRS R ag
R’ é}

" WILD SIE " 2F
ROBOT ROSIE

RE VI.RI:&.
ESCAPES 4'\t,|\rrm
Me and Mister P The Boy Who Grew i

The Nothing to See Leonora Bolt The Bad Guys
Here Hotel

Krindlekrax

THE

SYDNEY SMITH

Pugs of the Frozen North
Dragons

“AARON BLABEY-

?3;53

(ﬂ.ﬂ
"B PutpReeVe
© SAROWMANTIRE

£P1SODES

12




Year 4 Reading Spine

Autumn Term Class Text Spring Term Class Text Summer Term Class Text
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Year 5 Reading Spine

Autumn Term Class Text Spring Term Class Text Summer Term Class Text
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Year 6 Reading Spine

Autumn Term Class Text Spring Term Class Text Summer Term Class Text
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